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Fresh Beginnings for a New Season

Dear Friend,

Where Beauty Blooms: The

March arrives with a gentle promise of renewal. The days Global Passion For Orchids

brighten, the air softens, and the first blooms remind us

that even small moments can spark hope and fresh The Number That Broke
beginnings. Spring invites us to look forward, breathe a The Dictionary
little deeper, and enjoy the beauty of growth unfolding all

around us.

Six Documents Every
Homeowner Should Keep

If someone you care about is thinking of buying or selling, on Hand

this season is a wonderful time to explore new
possibilities. Spring is the perfect time to explore new Start Your Emergency Fund
possibilities. With the right guidance, the process can feel With Confidence

calm and exciting. If you ever want advice or a friendly
conversation about next steps, | would be honored to help
you Or someone you care about move forward with
confidence.

Fun & Easy Garden Projects
For Kids This Spring

Spring Into Strength:
beginnings. A Healthier Back For A
Pain-Free Season

Wishing you a March filled with color, renewal, and new

With care, .
Jim Urban Chicago's Unforgettable
St. Patrick’s Day Tradition
Where Beaqty Blooms: _ SOV
The Global Passion For Orchids Spring-Ready

March is the month when the world slowly brightens
again. Days stretch longer, the air softens, and early
blooms hint that spring is near. Among these first signs
of renewal, orchids stand out with their striking shapes
and elegant presence.

They shimmer like butterflies, balance like tiny ballerinas,
or trail long, delicate petals that flow like silk.




Their scents range from vanilla and chocolate to mint,
pepper, roses, and even unusual aromas designed to
attract specific insects. To pollinators, they offer clever

Need to get Straight Advice on
How to Sell aHomein This

invitations. To people, they offer beauty and Market? or Want to Know How

fascination. Jim Can Negotiatefor You Likea
" Pit-Bull" When You Find Your

March is an exciting time for orchid enthusiasts, who Dream Home?

watch their plants closely for new buds and fresh Just go to:

blooms. What was once an exotic rarity has become one MyHomeValueNow.com
of the world’s most welcoming and social

hobbies. Orchid lovers gather in clubs across many
countries to share care tips, celebrate the season’s
first blossoms, and exchange stories about the
varieties they are nurturing.

Then Click on one of the two
buttons: "I'm looking For My Next
Home" or "What is My Current
Home Worth?"

From California to Malaysia, destinations welcome
visitors eager to see some of the 28,000 accepted orchid
species, a diversity greater than all birds and mammals
combined.

In the 1800s and early 1900s, orchids were so scarce that people undertook risky
expeditions to find them, adding to their aura of luxury. Today they are far more
accessible, often around twenty dollars, and easier to care for than many expect. They
thrive in bright, indirect light with good airflow and mindful watering.

March highlights all they offer, bringing the calm, colorful joy of watching something
extraordinary unfold.

THE NUMBER THAT BROKE THE DICTIONARY

If you’ve heard middle schoolers say Six Seven, you probably asked what it meant and
still got nowhere. That is because, for Gen Alpha and Gen Z, 67 means nothing.

They add a dramatic palms-up wobble that also means nothing. That is the joke.
Dictionary.com still named 67 the Word of the Year for 2025, thanks to confused
adults searching for answers.

Meanwhile, the kids just laughed. To them, the mystery is simply part of the fun.




Six Documents Every Homeowner Should Keep On Hand

Homeownership comes with important paperwork, and
some records should be kept long-term for financial, tax,
and legal protection. These are the documents every
homeowner should hold onto.

House Deed
Your deed is the official proof that you own your home.
Keep it stored safely for as long as you own the property.

Closing Documents

Keep all paperwork from your home purchase, including
loan documents, disclosures, and settlement statements.
Hold these throughout ownership and for at least three
years after you sell, since they may be needed for tax
reporting or to answer questions about the transaction.

Free Information!

How Sellers Price
Receipts for Home Improvements
Save receipts for major upgrades until three years after
selling the home. They help show the value you added
and support capital gains calculations.

Their Homes Free

Information!

The 5 Biggest Mistakes

Mortgage Payoff Statements
Home Buyers Make

Once your mortgage is fully paid, keep the payoff
statements permanently. They confirm that the loan was
satisfied and protect you if any questions arise later. How to Sell Your Home
PMI Statements and Canceled Checks FER AR WUEEE D UBE
If you paid private mortgage insurance, keep statements
and proof of payment for three years after the tax year in
which you claimed the deduction.

Property Tax Payment Records

Hold on to property tax bills and proof of payment for at
least three years. These may be needed during an audit or
when verifying deductions. See Page 7
Why These Records Matter

Most of these timelines match the IRS three-year audit
window. If questions come up about ownership,
deductions, or the value of your home, these documents
provide the evidence you need. Keeping them organized
gives you peace of mind and protection in the future.




START YOUR EMERGENCY FUND WITH CONFIDENCE

Building an emergency fund can feel tough in today’s economy,
but every dollar you save puts you in a stronger, more confident
position. A 2024 Bankrate report shows that many people are still
getting started with savings, so you are not behind. What matters
most is taking the first step.

Experts often recommend saving six months of expenses, but you
do not need to reach that right away. Start by aiming for one
month of essential costs. Add up your fixed expenses such as
housing, transportation, food, childcare, utilities, and
communication services so you know your target. Then open a
separate bank account for your emergency fund and set up
automatic transfers. Even if reaching that first month takes a year,
it is a major accomplishment.

As you save, also work on reducing high interest debt. Some experts, like Anthony Martin of
Choice Mutual, encourage a balanced approach, while others, like Dave Ramsey, suggest
saving one thousand dollars first and then focusing more heavily on debt. Choose the method
that keeps you motivated.

When you reach your first goal, set your next one for three months of expenses. Each
milestone increases your stability, peace of mind, and financial confidence. Look for small ways
to save, such as cooking at home more often, because these simple choices add up and bring
you closer to long term security.

FUN & EASY GARDEN PROJECTS FOR THE KIDS THIS SPRING

Spring is a great time for kids to explore the magic of growing things. These simple projects
help them jump in with confidence.

Start Seeds in a Small Patch
Let kids plant easy seeds like peas or sunflowers and watch them sprout.

Create a Themed Garden
Try something fun like a "pizza garden” with tomatoes, basil, oregano, and favorite vegetable

toppings.

Use Eggshell Planters
Start seeds in eggshells for a quick indoor win.

Build a Bee House
Make a cozy spot for pollinators and show kids why bees are garden heroes.




SPRING INTO STRENGTH: A HEALTHIER BACK
FOR A PAIN-FREE SEASON

Spring is a great time to refresh your habits and support a healthier back. Most pain
builds slowly from everyday strain, but a few mindful changes can help you feel
stronger this season.

Posture: Align Your Foundation

Keep your ears, shoulders and hips in line to create a
steady base for movement. Good posture helps your
body stand tall, and a professional can fine-tune your
alignment if needed.

Body Mechanics: Move With Intention

Use the same alignment when bending, lifting or
reaching, and keep objects close to your body to avoid
strain. Small, intentional adjustments make daily tasks
easier and protect your back.

Exercise: Build Strength, Flexibility and Endurance

Start with 10 to 15 minutes of walking, biking or
swimming a few days a week and work up to 30
minutes. Improve hip flexibility to reduce stress on your
spine, and strengthen your back, hips and core for better
support.

With a bit of consistency, you can step into spring
feeling lighter, stronger and ready for a pain-free season.

Chicago's Unforgettable St. Patrick's Day Tradition

4

Chicago’s St. Patrick’s Day river dyeing is one of the
city’s most striking and beloved traditions. Each year,
boats glide along the Chicago River, releasing an eco-
friendly dye that quickly transforms the water into a
brilliant shade of emerald green. Crowds line the bridges
to watch the color sweep through the current, creating
a dramatic and unforgettable scene.

The tradition began in 1962 with the Plumbers Local
Union and has since grown into an iconic annual
spectacle, drawing visitors from around the world who
come to witness Chicago’s bold and festive display.




GETTING YOUR BIKE SPRING-READY

The early spring thaw is the perfect time to give your bike a little love. A few small upgrades
now can help you roll into the new season with confidence, better performance, and fewer
mechanical surprises. Here are six smart checks to kick off your riding year.

Freshen up your tires.

Mountain bike knobs lose their sharp edges over time, which
means weaker grip on dirt. Road bike tires tend to flatten
across the top, making cornering feel clunky. All rubber
hardens with age, so even if your tires look fine, giving them a
spring refresh can noticeably improve your ride.

Assess your chain.

Chains stretch with use, and a worn chain can lead to poor
shifting, a higher chance of breakage, and faster wear on your
chainrings. You can measure for stretch, or simply make chain
replacement part of your yearly spring routine. It is a small
investment that protects the rest of your drivetrain.

Check your cables.

They control your shifting and braking, and worn ones can
snap without warning. Regular inspection and timely
replacement help you ride safely and avoid mid-ride
problems.

Refresh the brake pads.

Rim brake pads harden as they age and tend to collect grit
that grinds against your rims. Disc brake pads can trap debris
that eventually gouges rotors. Spring is a great moment to
install new pads, and you can even choose options designed
for specific rim materials or rough riding conditions.

Swap out worn cleats.

If clipping in feels awkward or clipping out feels inconsistent,
your cleats may be past their prime. Worn cleats can even
release unexpectedly. Install new ones early in the season
when your mileage is low, and enjoy smoother, safer pedal
engagement for months ahead.

Need to find a businesswho gives
Exceptional Service?

Jim can help with his5 Star Referral
Center. To see the businesses Jim
refersto hisfamily, friends & clients

Just GoTo:
Denver5Star Referral Center.com

Then enter the type of business you
need in the search engine.

A little spring maintenance goes a long way. Refreshing these key components now sets you
up for smoother rides, safer miles, and fewer surprises. It is an easy way to give your bike a
clean slate for the season ahead. Make these checks part of your yearly routine and enjoy the

peace of mind that comes with a well-tuned ride.




SMART ADVICE FOR YOU AND

THE PEOPLE YOU CARE ABOUT

When You Have a Thought about Living in a New Home

[~ Big Mistakes
O sellers Make

And How to Avoid Them

@ristake

Cantared Buol Estats Conssitant

[~ Big Mistakes
Buyers Make

And How to Avoid Them

How Sellers Price
Their Homes

@ ristake

How Much Should | Offer?

@ vistake @ristaie

ot Gscevering Fiden defocts bafors they buy &
home.

N roszny ral e wrong gy can ot
g i dSass eterest st L

Thiere e four basic factors that nfluence haw sellers price thelr homes.
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@ vistake

@Mus:ake Filng ta Mssimize ha “Cur Appsal of s
Vet

How to Stop Wasting Money on Rent
Home Instead

¥ A opers b If yourve always rented a place to live, buying a home can seem like a
monumental undertaking. This report breaks down this home buying

shoes T toke o goode realsic ok at your hause and progerty, and cansider: 1s
pealing?
Pltting i et of ek o8 make th house and propey seseptatie?

Mest buyers are interested in three things about a property theyre cansidering:

B e Lo o 0 v

+ Roafand gutters: 1

indstaping: A nel n eve

+ Porch or covered patio:

Movin
1o move),an canbe especialy taublingfor chiken (who prefer 1o stay where they
are). But

distress anddiscomfort.

AMove Affects Children and Adults Differently
[ ive in 8 house for sbout thei

.and incomes alow. Five yearsmmupzmhgeunnmmg
out s ha the bfetime of a 10-pear O It inchudes aimost 2 he years he of she Gan
known,

A house is much mare than a place to Ive 1o chikiren, 1S the cemer of their workd
asscciated with famiiar actidties, sights, and sounds. A move threatens a chids securty
304 leaves sometning unknown in s place. Theirfiends, 3nd the familar sreets, schodls,
shops, trees and parks are gone: The new

The oot ol  move 2 s st e e o it hor bt &
the e horme.

gt big change ity atioogh ley st her bt o tek

parents before someone else

Expect that your chikiren may be even more distressed after the move. The new house wil
ot be comfortable ot beautful the night the maving van leaves, or for morths atter. The

and the floor will baces, The:
chidren nd, i summer, they may
hase e OppOTAY 10 meed cthers their age. Theyllneed yout help: Plan ahead to
support and comort them and ease the stress of the mve.

process into clear steps.

Seven Steps to Transition from Renter to Homeowner
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ID BUYER'S REMORSE AND SELLER'S REGRET

GET ALL SIX REPORTS FREE!

Simply text or call me at (303) 588-7000 and I'll get them to you right away.

I'm here to guide, lead and protect you and the people you care about.
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Jim Urban

Urban Companies Real Estate
225 Union Blvd Suite 150
Lakewood, CO 80228

Go Green: Recycle This
Newsletter!

After you’ve enjoyed my
newsletter, please recycle
it by passing it along to a
family member, friend,
neighbor or coworker.

This newsletter is intended for entertainment purposes only. Credit is given to the authors of articles that are reprinted when the original
author is known. Any omission of credit to an author is purely unintentional and should not be construed as plagiarism or literary theft.

Copyright 2026 Jim Urban, Urban Companies Real Estate

This information is solely advisory, and should not be substituted for medical, legal, financial or tax advice. Any and all decisions
and actions must be done through the advice and counsel of a qualified physician, attorney, financial advisor and/or CPA. We can-
not be held responsible for actions you may take without proper medical, financial, legal or tax advice.



