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April Momentum

Dear Friend,

April arrives with a sense of motion and possibility. The
days grow warmer, nature stretches toward the sun, and
subtle signs of progress remind us that growth often
happens step-by-step. This is a season of momentum, of
trusting the process and allowing small efforts to carry us
forward.

If you or someone you care about is considering buying or
selling, spring continues to be a wonderful time to explore
new opportunities. With the right guidance, the process
can feel steady, informed, and even enjoyable. If you ever
want advice or a friendly conversation about next steps, |
would be happy to help.

Wishing you an April filled with growth, fresh energy, and
forward momentum.

With care,
Jim Urban

The Painted Lady's Spring Journey

As late March flows into early April, the Painted Lady
butterfly begins to appear across the southern United
States and California, signaling that the season of
movement and growth is well underway.

These butterflies may look delicate, but they are the
most determined travelers on the planet, taking part in
a remarkable 9,000-mile migration that stretches from
Africa’s Sahara Desert to the Arctic Circle.
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Need to get Straight Advice on
No single butterfly completes the journey. Instead, the How to Sell aHomein This

migration unfolds across multiple generations, with each
new Painted Lady instinctively continuing the path forward.
They rise high into the sky, sometimes thousands of feet
above the ground, catching favorable winds that carry
them vast distances. Constantly flying, breeding, and laying

Market? or want to know How
Jim Can Negotiatefor You Likea
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Dream Home?

eggs, they move with the rhythm of the season, responding A= 8,95

to rainfall, blooming plants, and opportunity. MyHomeValueNow.com
Their arrival in early April tells a powerful story of Then click on one of the two buttons:
persistence and quiet determination. Progress is rarely fast I'm looking For My Next Home" or

or immediately visible, yet the Painted Lady shows us how "What is My Current Home Worth?'
meaningful change unfolds when each generation
contributes its part. No single butterfly carries the full
weight of the journey, but together they accomplish what
once seemed impossible.

The Painted Lady reminds us that growth does not require certainty, only commitment and
trust in the process. It happens by showing up, adapting to changing conditions, and
trusting the winds that carry us forward, season by season, as small efforts turn into
something truly extraordinary over time.

The Diva Of The Produce Aisle

The Honeycrisp isn’t just America’s favorite apple, it’s a diva.
Farmers call it the most finicky apple around, and it lives up to
the hype. Super-sweet, explosively crunchy, and wrapped in
paper-thin skin, it delivers star power in every bite.

That glamour comes at a price. Honeycrisps bruise easily, hate
storage, must be hand-harvested, and need constant care. To
achieve their signature blush, each apple is even wrapped in
reflective sheeting, couture for fruit.

High maintenance? Yes. Worth it? Consumers think so!
Honeycrisp has surpassed every major rival to become the
apple we love most.




—— Arbor Day Planting Made Simple ——

Arbor Day is the perfect reminder that a single tree can make a
lasting difference. The right tree adds beauty to your
landscape, boosts curb appeal, and can even increase the
value of your home. With a little planning, planting a tree
becomes an investment you and future generations can
enjoy.

Before you dig in, choose a location that gives your tree room
to thrive. Be mindful of nearby buildings and power lines, and
take a moment to picture how your tree will grow over time.
Asking the right questions now helps ensure years of shade,

color, and enjoyment. :
Free Information!

Consider these helpful points when selecting your tree:

Size and shape matter. How tall and wide will the tree become? How Sellers Price
Columnar trees are great for smaller spaces, while round or V-
shaped trees create generous shade for yards and gathering
areas.

Their Homes Free

Information!

Seasonal changes add character. Will the tree drop its leaves in The 5 Biggest Mistakes
winter? Is it suited to the temperatures in your area?

Home Buyers Make

Growth pace tells a story. Fast-growing trees reward you with
shade and beauty in just a few years, while slower-growing How to Sell Your Home
varieties often live longer and become treasured landmarks.

For the Most Money
Match the tree to the site. Make sure the soil, sunlight, and
moisture conditions fit the tree’s needs so it can grow strong
and healthy.

Think about flowers and fruit. Blooming trees can be stunning FREE NEWSI—ETTER

in spring, but consider where petals or fruit might fall,
especially near sidewalks or driveways. SUBSBRIPTIUN'

Planting a tree is an act of optimism. This Arbor Day, take pride = b 7
in choosing a tree that fits your space, your lifestyle, and your
vision for the future. It’s a small step that leaves a meaningful,
living legacy.




Relaxing, attractive, and highly desirable, outdoor living spaces continue to stand out as
one of the smartest upgrades homeowners can make.

According to the U.S. Census Bureau’s American Housing Survey, homeowners spent about
$827 billion on home improvement projects between 2021 and mid-2023. That represents
a jump of more than $200 billion from the prior two-year period. Outdoor improvements
are a significant part of this trend, with leisure-focused projects making up nearly 19% of all
home upgrades, according to Angi.

Outdoor living has evolved far beyond a simple deck and grill. Today’s homeowners are
creating spaces that feel like natural extensions of their home. These may include open-air
rooms with seating, dining areas, fireplaces, or televisions. Florida rooms offer bright,
climate-controlled comfort year-round, while sunrooms and solariums highlight beautiful
views and bring in abundant natural light.

Enclosing a patio or deck is easier than ever. Modern enclosure systems can be customized
to fit your space and budget, with options such as vaulted ceilings, skylights, tinted glass,
and built-in electrical access. All-season rooms cost more, but they provide the greatest
flexibility for year-round use.

Whether you want a peaceful retreat, a place to entertain, or a feature that appeals to
future buyers, outdoor living spaces deliver comfort, enjoyment, and lasting value.

Pets May Be The Secret To Staying Sharp And Happy

Owning a pet may do more than brighten your day. It could also help i
keep your mind sharp. A study from the American Academy of
Neurology found that long-term pet ownership is associated with better
cognitive health and happiness.

The study analyzed data fromm more than 1,300 adults in the University of
Michigan’s Health and Retirement Study. According to CNN, the
strongest benefits appeared among people who had owned a pet for five
years or more.

Dogs and cats were the most common pets studied, but people who
owned birds, fish, or reptiles also showed cognitive benefits, suggesting
companionship in many forms can be helpful. Researchers emphasize
that the findings show an association, not proof of cause and effect.

However, prior research shows pet ownership can reduce stress, blood
pressure, and cortisol levels, which may support brain health.




PREMIUM CREDIT CARDS: LUXE PERKS OR HIDDEN TIME TRAPS?

Premium credit cards love to advertise big rewards: Uber credits, airport lounges,
luxury hotels, even four-figure welcome bonuses. It can feel like you are missing out if
you do not have one.

But those perks come at a cost; annual fees are steep. The American Express
Platinum now costs about $895 a year, and Chase’s Sapphire Reserve runs roughly
$795, according to The Wall Street Journal. Ultra-premium cards like the Amex
Centurion charge thousands more.

Time is the hidden expense. Comparing cards can take hours, and managing perks
requires ongoing effort. According to Kiplinger.com, about 40% of card benefits go
unused.

Nick Maggiulli of Dollars and Data argues that,
for most people, the payoff is not worth the
hassle unless rewards are a hobby.

A simpler strategy works better. Choose one
card with benefits you will actually use. If you
shop on Amazon, a Prime card delivers
automatic rewards. If you travel often, a travel
card may be worth the effort.

Before chasing flashy perks, it is worth asking
whether they actually save you money or
simply encourage more spending. In personal
finance, consistency and simplicity usually
outperform complexity dressed up as luxury.

THE FIRST TV APRIL FOOL'S HOAX

In 1957, the BBC aired the first successful televised April Fools’ prank on Panorama.
Broadcaster Richard Dimbleby reported on Switzerland’s spaghetti harvest, showing
footage of spaghetti growing on trees. He explained that farmers carefully bred the
strands to grow the same length and laid them out to dry in the sun. Since spaghetti
was uncommon in Britain at the time, many viewers believed the story, and some even
contacted the BBC to ask how they could grow their own spaghetti trees.
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 BRING SPRING INTO EVERY ROOM

When we think of spring cleaning, closets and kitchens usually come first. But refreshing
your furniture and carpets can make an instant difference, leaving your home feeling
lighter, brighter, and cleaner.

Start with your vacuum.
Before cleaning anything else, make sure your vacuum is
ready to work. Empty the bag or canister, replace filters if

needed, check hoses for clogs, and remove hair or threads Need to find a business who gives

from the brush so it actually picks up dirt. Exceptional Service?
Vacuum everything. Jim can help with his5 Star Referral
Go beyond the floors. Vacuum carpets, rugs, baseboards, Center. To see the businesses Jim
and all upholstered furniture. Remove couch cushions and refersto hisfamily, friends & clients
use the wand to reach into crevices where crumbs and dust

love to hide. Just GoTo:

. . Denver5Star Referral Center.com
Refresh cushions and pillows.

Wash removable cushion covers according to the care label.
This simple step can completely change the look and smell
of a room. Replace flattened throw pillow inserts for an easy
upgrade.

Then enter the type of business you
need in the search engine.

Tackle stains and odors.
Spot-clean stains as soon as you notice them. For lingering odors, sprinkle baking soda on
carpets and rugs, let it sit for a few hours, then vacuum. For heavily used areas, consider a
steam cleaner or professional service.

Don’t forget windows and rugs.
Clean windows, sills, blinds, and curtains to let in more light. Take throw rugs outside to shake
out dust, or wash them according to care instructions.

A little extra attention to your soft surfaces can make your home feel refreshed, renewed,
and ready for spring.
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How Much Should | Offer?

Thiere e four basic factors that nfluence haw sellers price thelr homes.
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How to Stop Wasting Money on Rent
a Home Instead

If youve always rented a place to live, buying a home can seem like a
monumental undertaking. This report breaks down this home buying
process into clear steps.

Seven Steps to Transition from Renter to Homeowner
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AVOID BUYER'S REMORSE AND SELLER'S REGRET

GET ALL SIX REPORTS FREE!

Simply text or call me at (303) 588-7000 and I'll get them to you right away.

I'm here to guide, lead and protect you and the people you care about.
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Urban Companies Real Estate
225 Union Blvd Suite 150
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Go Green: Recycle This
Newsletter!

After you’ve enjoyed my
newsletter, please recycle
it by passing it along to a
family member, friend,
neighbor or coworker.

This newsletter is intended for entertainment purposes only. Credit is given to the authors of articles that are reprinted when the original
author is known. Any omission of credit to an author is purely unintentional and should not be construed as plagiarism or literary theft.

Copyright 2026 jjm Urban, Urban Companies Real Estate

This information is solely advisory, and should not be substituted for medical, legal, financial or tax advice. Any and all decisions
and actions must be done through the advice and counsel of a qualified physician, attorney, financial advisor and/or CPA. We can-
not be held responsible for actions you may take without proper medical, financial, legal or tax advice.



